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 Residentsô Journeys to Casa Marianella 

Description of above map  

Start your Journey Inside to Findééé. 

       Casa Gloria 

            Legal Clinic 

                    Border Stories 

                          Resident stories 

                                Volunteer Spotlights 

                                         

* A country with a 

shaded flag marks 

the nation of origin 

of a Casa asylum-

seeker 

Map created by Pamela Larson 

Languages of   

Casa Marianella: 

English 

Spanish 

Tigrinya 

Amaharic 

Arabic 

Italian 

Nepali 

Hindi 

Limbu 

German 

Somali 

French 

Pulaar 

Kôicheô 
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      C A S A   M A R I A N E L L A     
         E M E R G E N C Y    S H E L T E R  U P D A T E   
     Jennifer Long, Casa Director 
  

        Come visit Casa any night at 9:30 and you will see an example of international cooperation that is 

rare in our world. The 35 people staying in our emergency shelter include: men and women, young and 

old, sick and well, African and Latin American, Christian, Hindu, and Muslim, educated and illiterate. 

Despite the great diversity, we share jokes and the dayôs news and everyone pitches in to do the chores 

together afterward. 

  
Paula Blaha, Elise Harriger, and Sarah 

Woelk running the legal clinic on a Thursday 

afternoon 

Ʒ
 

Casaôs New Immigration Legal Clinic 
Elise Harriger, Attorney  
 

If you stop by Casaôs community center on a Thursday afternoon, you will find it bustling with activi-

ty. The waiting area will be full of people preparing their initial paperwork, and the former bedrooms 

will be busy with legal consultations. 
 

Since late summer 2010, Casa Marianella Immigration Legal Services (CMILS) has served over 500 

clients from around the world as they navigate the often complicated U.S. immigration laws. CMILS 

assists Casa and Posada residents and other immigrants living below the poverty line in applying for 

work permits, renewing green cards, seeking asylum, preparing applications for visas for victims of 

crime, and much more. 
 

The CMILS staff includes Paula Blaha, legal assistant; 

Melissa Buhrt, Casa staff liaison; Elise Harriger, attorney; 

and Sarah Woelk, attorney. CMILS staff work closely with 

Casa and Posada staff as well as other immigrant legal ser-

vice providers to offer quality legal representation to all 

CMILS clients.  
 

To assist in continuing its work, CMILS would appreciate 

donations of office supplies, including copy paper, pens, tab 

dividers, and file folders, or gift cards to office-supply stores. 

CMILS is also looking for a commercial copier/printer. To 

make a monetary donation to CMILS, donate to Casa 

Marianella and indicate that your contribution is for the legal 

clinic.  

    Director Jennifer Long  standing outside of Casa with 
Omar, a resident from Somalia 

Almost everyone who comes to Casa bears the marks of 

trauma. Our residents have come to us fleeing war and 

domestic violence and homelessness. We have learned 

that the experience of being in this diverse community 

provides a path of healing as well. Everyone is called 

upon to care for our older residents. Those who have 

been at Casa for a while translate for those who have just 

arrived. They teach each other the bus routes and the 

shortest walking path to the grocery store. Some people 

cook well, others know how to prepare a testimony. 

Those of us who work here witness an inspiring econo-

my of giving and receiving. We are fortunate to be able 

to participate in this community and we welcome you to 

visit or volunteer.  

Paula Blaha, Elise Harriger, and Sarah Woelk 
running the legal clinic on a Thursday afternoon 

Ʒ
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P O S A D A    E S P E R A N Z A     
W O M E N   &   C H I L D R E N ô S  SH E L T E R   U P D A T E   

Patty McCabe, Posada Director  

 
 

WISH LISTS  

All items can be dropped off at Casa Marianella from 9am-8pm daily. Thank you for your support!  

 
Work pants and jeans  

Shoes and socks 

Jackets 

Hats and gloves 

Housewares 

 

Bedding and towels  

Toiletries  

Cold Medicine 

ESL Class Supplies 

Soccer Balls  

 

POSADA ESPERANZA 
      Diapers 

      Blankets 

      Plastic hangers 

      Baby wipes 

      Shampoo  

          Bath Towels  

Announcing Casa Gloria!   
 This spring Bishop McCarthy 

brought a dear friend, Josie, to visit us at  

Posada Esperanza.  Josie knew that Posada 

Esperanza provides a resting place for fami-

lies who are lifting themselves out of crisis 

but didnôt know that we were having a year of 

record-breaking numbers of women and chil-

dren in our houses.  The slow economy has 

had a dual effect: increased demand for our 

housing, and longer stays as it takes families 

longer to get on their feet.  As we spoke of 

the need for more space for families we could 

see across the street the FOR SALE sign on a 

modest home with a large property and a 

spectacular view of downtown.  Wouldnôt we 

want to have that house to serve fami-

lies?  Yes, having that house for families 

would help greatly in filling the need while 

continuing to give families the intimate, home-like setting that we offer at our other houses.   

 Josie is not one to dwell on a problem. She is a courageous woman who will charge ahead to find solu-

tions.  She was inspired by what she saw as an opportunity to help Casa Marianella grow its services to families 

and she knew it was a project that her beloved mother would be proud to support.  Josie and her late mother, 

Gloria, are women of action and generosity in ways that are hard to even imagine.  Within a few weeks Josie 

had purchased the house for Casa Marianella and committed to paying for the majority of the necessary renova-

tions to make the house perfect for families.  

 A spark was ignited by Josieôs generosity and leadership and soon others joined the effort to create this 

new home.  Stillwater Foundation committed to provide a grant to help with the renovations to the 

house.  Yvette Trevino of St. Catherine of Siennaôs Church began making a plan for designing the interi-

or.  Numerous individuals and Austin businesses such as Craig Oôs, Taco Cabana, and Juicy Tart made dona-

tions and held fundraisers to gather the funds to purchase paint and furniture for the house.  A crew of talented 

men worked throughout this yearôs brutally hot summer tearing down rotten walls and nearly re-building the 

house from the studs.   

 The house will be christened ñCasa Gloriaò in honor of Josieôs mom, and will be open to provide shel-

ter for three new families as we approach the holidays.  What a great way to celebrate the season!  Join us in 

our heartfelt gratitude to Josie and all those whose generosity and loving spirit have made Casa Gloria a       

reality!   

 

CASA MARIANELLA 

Food: 

Fresh fruit 

Milk  

Eggs 

Meat 

Posada families gather outside of Casa Gloriaôs front door  Ʒ
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 On a recent trip to the United States-Mexico border, new Casa Marianella and Posada Esperanza staff 

gained a firsthand comprehensive sketch of the disparity between El Paso, TX, one of Americanôs safest large 

cities, and Ciudad Juárez, MX, a violent border city. Thanks to fellow shelters Annuncation House and Casa 

Vides, the new staff saw the border issue from many different perspectives during their stay. They listened to 

moving stories, sat in on immigration court, discussed asylum with immigrant advocates, attended a Border 

Mass at the fence , talked to a Border Patrol Agent, and learned about local labor justice programs. Staff mem-

bers deepened their understanding of the cultural, political, economic, social, and environmental factors that are 

defining characteristics of the border situation. 

After participating in the border trip, new staff mem-

bers are able to better place their work at Casa and Po-

sada within the larger context of the realities of the 

border region. Casa volunteer Bridget Flores reflects 

that: ñIt was a really good opportunity to meet the peo-

ple at Annunciation House and Casa Vides, but our 

border trip also brought a profound awareness of how 

intensely the violence in Juarez affects peopleôs lives 

and of the great responsibility U.S. citizens have to 

change their behaviors and the U.S. policy that proro-

gates the violence.ò Casa and Posada staffs are step-

ping up to the challenge of spreading border awareness 

by continuing to work each day to educate, shelter, and 

support the Austin community.  

New Staff Members take on the Border!  

New Staff  pictured at the Border Mass in Sunland Park, New 
Mexico 

 Casa Marianella constantly admits diverse residents into 

the shelter, some hailing from countries most people have never 

heard of.  However, almost all residents spend time in the Mexican 

border region before coming to the United States.  Casa Marianella 

staff partners with non-profit Austin Tan Cerca de la Frontera 

(Austin so Close to the Border) to learn more about issues of human 

rights and social justice on the border. They join with other mem-

bers of the Austin community in talking to union workers about 

their fight for fare wages and benefits in US-run maquiladoras and 

their efforts to educate the community about constitutional rights.  

Melissa Buhrt, assistant director of Casa Marianella, says:  "These 

experiences challenge your heart, your mind, your perceptions on 

the world. As you spend three days visiting individuals living along 

the border, the undeniable connectedness between life in the U.S., our economic policies, and the effects on the 

income and labor rights of those individuals comes sharply into focus." 

 These delegations give Casa staff a clearer understanding of the issues happening in our own backyard, 

and how these circumstances affect both residents and the Austin community. Casa staff member, Christopher 

Newton says: "On the trips to the border we are not there to teach anything to the people we meet, we are there to 

learn from them. I think the same is true about our work at Casa, in being hospitable to immigrants: we can learn 

so much from those who come to stay with us, through their culture and experience.ò 

 

If you are interested in participating in an Austin Tan Cerca delegation, please contact Josefina Castillo at jcas-

tillo@atcf.org. 

Casa Staff Learn First-hand from Mexican Labor Organizers:  
Margo Johnson, Casa Staff 

Erin Birney, Casa Staff 

     Members of the most recent delegation to Pie-
dras Negras and Ciudad Acuña  

Ʒ
 

Ʒ
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  The Power of Creativity: Piñatas at Posada 
    Catie Johnston, Posada Staff 

 Leticia is a resident currently staying at Posada Esperanza.  Hav-

ing all her documentation stolen from her a year ago was the start of a 

long series of obstacles for Leticia, but she has never been one to let chal-

lenges discourage her. When she was younger her mother taught her how 

to make jewelry, clothes, and other crafts.  As an adult living in the Val-

ley, she found work in a piñateria where she taught herself how to  make 

piñatas. When she and her partner moved to the Austin area 11 years ago, 

Leticia began making piñatas on her own, mostly by special request.  

Eventually, she had her own business in Montopolis until her partner left 

her, and she wasnôt able to support herself on her own. 

 Despite the difficulties, Leticia has stayed focused on what she 

can do rather than what she cannot. Since staying at Posada, Leticia has 

made custom-ordered piñatas for dozens of customers. She also gets the 

other women at Posada involved. She says there are always materials 

around if you just have the creativity and motivation to make something 

out of them.  Her dream is to one day have her own business again, but 

more than just selling her handiwork, Leticia dreams of using crafts to 

empower women to use the talents and resources they have to improve 

their livelihood.  She believes that her creativity helps keep her mind and 

spirit active and propels her forward into a new positive chapter in her 

life.  

                

If youôre interested in supporting Leticia in her pi¶ata-making business, email posadaesperanza@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

 

 
Imagine that you are a woman who just arrived to a new country with a new lan-

guage and culture and that you have to somehow find a way to make a life for 

yourself.  You may feel socially isolated and homesick and have trouble qualify-

ing for jobs.  This is the situation that many of the women at Casa Marianella and 

Posada Esperanza are faced with.  They have to 

find creative ways to utilize their existing skills in a 

new environment.  Some of the women have been 

doing just that and are making artisan goods that 

they hope to sell in Austin.  Rosalidia at Casa 

Marianella makes beautiful and intricate paper ani-

mals and baskets for holidays and home decor.  

Leticia from Posada Esperanza makes colorful pi-

ñatas and piggy banks. 

 

 The women are also working together to brainstorm new ideas and to find 

spaces to sell their goods. They recently went on an excursion to South Congress to 

look at the items for sale in stores and booths there and to consider pricing and 

presentation.  They are very excited to continue developing their products and feel 

great pride when they sell a piece. The biggest obstacle to their progress is a lack of 

quality materials to work with.  Casa and Posada are looking for donations, includ-

ing art supplies, gift cards, and possible community sponsors, to get them started.  

To find out more please  contact Margo at margo.e.johnson@gmail.com.   

Art for a New Start  
 

Margo Johnson, Casa Staff  

    Rosalidia proudly  dis-

plays her intricate  paper crea-

tions at 2011Women and Fair 

Trade event  

Leticia stands with her piñatas on the  

back porch of Posada 

Ʒ
 

Ʒ
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Volunteer Spotlights 
 

 

 

 

Volunteer at Casa Marianella and Posada Esperanza! 
 

 

Casa opportunities include cooking dinner, mentoring residents, house maintenance, office 

work, cleaning and organizing around the house.  Email volunteer@casamarianella.org. 

 
 

Posada needs volunteers to drive families to appointments, cleaning, house repair, teach 

English weekday mornings. Email posadaesperanza@yahoo.com. 

 
 

ESL @ Casa teachers are needed Monday-Thursday.  Teachers commit to 1 night a week 

(7:30pm-9pm) for a 10 week cycle.  We also need teachers for Saturday classes (10:30amï

12pm). Email esl@casamarianella.org 
 

Austin SERVE helps out Casa every Monday 
UT students Sarah Jane, Meredith, and Katie   

are active Casa volunteers  

Natalia from Austin Freenet 

helps residents navigate the 

Volunteer Queta and residents 

cook FarmHouse veggies 

St. Edôs Social Justice and Service 

Outreach group help residents  

job search  

Ʒ
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